
Trees and Woodland Strategy Engagement

The Council is preparing a Tree and Woodland Strategy to provide a clear direction for the future 
management of all trees in Bournemouth, Christchurch and Poole (BCP). To help us do this, we 
would like to hear the views of people who live, work and/or visit the BCP area on the benefits, 
threats, challenges and future priorities for trees in the conurbation.  

Your feedback will help inform the vision, priorities and actions featured in the forthcoming Tree 
and Woodland Strategy. 

The deadline for this survey is 2 January 2023. If you have any questions or need the survey in a 
different format, please email environment@bcpcouncil.gov.uk or call 01202 123123.

You can find more information on this engagement at: haveyoursay.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/trees-woods

Privacy statement

The survey data is hosted by Snap Surveys on behalf of BCP Council. The data is stored securely 
as specified in the Snap Surveys privacy policy: www.snapsurveys.com/survey-software/privacy-
policy-uk. All information you provide is treated in confidence and in accordance with the Data 
Protection Act 2018. The information will be used for statistical and monitoring purposes. It will not 
be used to identify individuals apart from those instances where you give us consent to contact 
you using the personal details you have provided us with. You can find out more about how BCP 
Council use and store your data in our privacy policy: www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/research-privacy.

Benefits of trees

Q1 Which of the following do you feel are the most important benefits that trees provide? 
Please select up to 3 only. Please use the comments box to provide more details on these issues.

Provide shade, cool temperatures down

Beautify places, create more desirable neighbourhoods

Improve physical and mental health

Provide privacy to people’s homes

Supporting wildlife by providing food and shelter
Reducing flooding and water pollution by slowing and reducing the amount of rainwater entering 
the drainage system

Helping improve air quality
Helping combat climate change by absorbing carbon dioxide to fuel their own growth, while 
releasing oxygen into the atmosphere

Producing resources people can use or consume e.g., timber, fruits

Other, please specify below

None of the above



Challenges with trees

Q2 Which of the following do you feel are the main challenges with trees in BCP? 
Please select up to 3 only. Please use the comments box to provide more details on these issues.

There aren’t enough trees where they are needed

There are too many trees

Trees threaten valuable protected open habitats such as heathlands

Trees overshadow homes and gardens

Trees block views

Trees are often in too poor conditions to bring value

Trees obstruct or damage footpaths and surfaces making it difficult to get around

Tree pollens aggravate seasonal allergies

Leaves, fruit, or aphids droppings from trees make too much of a mess

The risk of injury from trees/tree branches falling during storms is too high

Other, please specify below

None of the above

Threats to trees

Q3 Which of the following do you feel are the main threats to trees in BCP?
Please select up to 3 only. Please use the comments box to provide more details on these issues.

Vandalism

New housing or commercial developments

Road works and refurbishments

Climate change

Pests and diseases

Fire risks

Lack of knowledge or appreciation for trees
Lack of public funding for tree planting and tree care on council-owned property, such as parks, 
streets etc

Lack of private investment in new planting and tree care on private property

Lack of policy/strategy for tree protection and management

Other, please specify below

None of the above



Priorities for future management

Q4 Which of the following do you feel should be the top priorities for future tree management? 
Please select up to 3 only. Please use the comments box to provide more details on these issues.

Secure better tree preservation and planting in new commercial and housing developments

Provide support to people and organisations who want to plant more trees on their own property
Increase the tree cover and tree diversity on streets, parks and other land owned by the council 
so that all communities are well provided for
Enhance how existing council-owned trees are managed to keep them longer and avoid 
problems, e.g., the council could enhance its leaf cleaning operations in the autumn or review its 
young tree care practices to reduce the need for costlier tree care later on
Provide opportunities for more people and partners to get involved in managing the local tree 
population
Facilitate a better public understanding of tree benefits and how to work with trees to achieve 
these benefits
Enhance tree-related skills and knowledge among people working alongside or with trees, and/or 
landowners

Other, please specify below

None of the above

Trees in new developments

Q5 The Council is considering different approaches to enhancing environmental outcomes from 
new housing and commercial developments.

Do you think it should explore the introduction of a clear, binding target related to trees (e.g., 
minimum tree cover for developments over a certain size, or minimum replacement in case of 
tree loss), which, if not met onsite, would trigger a fee-in-lieu to pay for equivalent tree planting 
on public land?
Please select one option only.

Yes

No

Not sure/I don't know

Please explain why you answered ‘No’ or ‘I don’t know/not sure’  below. 



Increasing tree cover in the public realm

Q6 How do you feel the Council should prioritise its efforts to enhance the tree cover in the public 
realm? 
Please select up to 3 only. Please use the comments box to provide more details on these issues.

Target wards with low tree cover and high concentration of vulnerable communities (e.g., most 
deprived areas) for a tree planting and management programme
Enhance tree retention and tree planting in works carried out to improve active travel and traffic 
management across BCP
Build upon existing initiatives targeting schools to increase tree planting and retention within 
schoolgrounds and surrounding streets
Improve use of tree planting and other tree-related interventions within on-going programmes that 
enhance the benefits of BCP's parks, e.g., use old logs as play features, create orchards, small 
woods
Pursue new tree planting opportunities where this can enhance wildlife and existing ecological 
networks, e.g., Stour Valley, Hurn Forest
Work with water and utility companies to target tree planting in areas seriously affected by 
surface water flooding, i.e.,where sewers become easily overwhelmed with rainwater
Focus tree planting and tree retention efforts in town centres and around key employment and 
visitor sites contributing to the local economy

Other, please specify below

I do not think the Council should seek to enhance the tree cover in the public realm

In addition to your responses to this question, we would also like to hear any ideas you have about where 
you would like to see:

- New planting - please go to the map to comment: 
haveyoursay.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/trees-woods/maps/trees-woods-map1

- Enhancements to how existing trees or woodlands are integrated to our conurbation - please go to 
the map to comment: haveyoursay.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/trees-woods/maps/trees-woods-map2

Planting on streets

      



Q7 Where space is tight on footpaths, and yet trees are much needed, do you support reducing the 
amount of available on-street parking to make space for new trees, as seen in the images 
above?
Please select one option only.

Yes No Not sure/I don't know

Please explain why you answered ‘No’ or ‘I don’t know/not sure’  below. 

Planting on streets

Q8 Would you support some tree planting along the street where you live, even if it meant 
removing some parking spaces? Only answer if you said 'yes' at Q7.
Please select one option only.

Yes No Not sure/I don't 
know

Not applicable

Q8a Would you be willing to be a tree champion and help water the newly planted tree(s) outside 
your door during droughts in Spring and Summer, to help ensure it/they establish 
successfully?
Please select one option only.

Yes No Not sure/I don't know

Q8b If you answered ‘No’, 'Not sure/I don't know' or ‘Not applicable’ in question 8, please tell us 
why.
Please select all that apply.

I don’t live in BCP
There are already enough healthy trees 
growing along my street
There is no on-street parking along my 
street
I am not prepared to support a possible 
loss of parking space along my street

I do not want trees along my street

Other, please specify below

None of the above

Not applicable

Planting near you

Q9 Would you be willing to plant on the property where you live (i.e., in your garden, or in the 
communal area around your home granted you were given permission to do so)?
Please select one option only.

Yes

No

Not sure/I don't know

Not applicable



Q10 Which of the following types of support would encourage you to plant trees on your property?
Please write in the number you would like to allocate to each box with 1 being the most important and 
6 being the least important. 

Having access to written information on the BCP website about suitable tree 
species to consider, including for tight garden space
Having access to a demonstration site where I can see different tree species 
suitable for small gardens
Having access to written information on the BCP website about how to plant and 
care for a young tree
Having access to videos on the BCP website about how to plant and care for young 
trees
Having the opportunity to take part in a community tree planting programme with 
opportunities to practice tree planting and young tree care with others 

Getting a tree for free via a sponsored tree give‐away program

Q10g If you answered ‘No’, 'Not sure/I don't know' or ‘Not applicable’ in question 9, please tell us 
why.
Please select all that apply.

I don’t live in BCP

I don’t have access to land

I don’t have enough space for a new tree

I don’t want to block my views

I don’t want shade

I am concerned about maintenance costs

Other, please specify below

None of the above

Not applicable

Learning more and volunteering

Q11 Are you interested in the following opportunities for learning more and volunteering?
Please select all that apply.

Learning more about trees in BCP

Going out to see trees during guided walks or arboretum visits

Participate in tree-related volunteer activities

Other, please specify below

If you would like to be contacted about learning more and volunteering, please provide your details 
below. Please note your details will only be used to contact you for these purposes, they will not be 
passed onto any third parties or used for any other reason by BCP Council. 

Your name

Your email address



Further comments

Q12 Is there anything else that you would like to tell us about the benefits, threats, challenges and 
future priorities for trees and woodland in the conurbation?

About you
It is important that we understand how these proposals could affect different people within our 
community which is why we ask you personal questions about yourself. If you do not feel 
comfortable providing this data then please select 'prefer not to say'.  The information we collect 
will be confidential and any data published cannot be traced back to you.

Q13 Are you responding as: 
Please select all that apply.

BCP resident

A business or organisation (please tell us your business/organisation name below)

Someone who works in BCP

Someone who visits BCP

Other, please specify below

Please tell us which organisation you are responding on behalf of?

Q14 Please tell us your full postcode. 
This will help us understand if there are different views from residents in different areas.



Q15 Are you aged: 
Please select one option only.

Under 16

16 - 24 years

25 - 34 years

35 - 44 years

45 - 54 years

55 - 64 years

65 -74 years

75 - 84 years

85+ years 

Prefer not to say

Q16 What is your sex?
Please select one option only.

Female

Male

Prefer not to say

Q17 Is the gender you identify with the same as your sex registered at birth? 
Please select one option only.

Yes

No, please write in gender identity below

Prefer not to say

Q18 What is your sexual orientation?
Please select one option only. 

Straight / Heterosexual

Gay or Lesbian

Asexual

Bisexual

Other (specify below if you wish)

Prefer not to say

Q19 Are your day-to-day activities limited because of any physical or mental health conditions or 
illnesses, lasting or expected to last 12 months or more?
Please select one option only.

Yes - limited a lot

Yes - limited a little

No

Prefer not to say



Q20 What is your ethnic group? 
Please select one option only.

White English / Welsh / Scottish / Northern Irish / British

White Irish

White Gypsy or Irish Traveller

Roma

Any other White background (please specify below if you wish)

Mixed White & Black Caribbean

Mixed White & Black African

Mixed White & Asian

Any other Mixed/ Multiple ethnic background (please specify below if you wish)

Black / British Caribbean

Black / British African

Any other Black / African / Caribbean background (please specify below if you wish)

Asian / British Indian

Asian / British Pakistani

Asian / British Bangladeshi

Asian / British Chinese

Any other Asian background (please specify below if you wish)

Arab

Any other ethnic group (please specify below if you wish)

Prefer not to say

Q21 What is your religion or belief? 
Please select one option only.

No religion
Christian (Church of England, Catholic, 
Protestant and all other Christian 
denominations)

Buddhist

Hindu

Jewish

Muslim

Sikh
Any other religion or belief  (please specify 
below if you wish)

Prefer not to say

Thank you for taking part in this survey.  

Please return your survey to:

Trees and Woodland Strategy Engagement, Greenspace Development Team, BCP 
Council, Town Hall, 

Bourne Avenue, Bournemouth, BH2 6DY


